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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-12 and 18-27 are allowed. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 15 and 16 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Tanaka et al. ("Tanaka") WO 99/28784 — see also equivalent EP 
1037093. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 13-16 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tanaka. 
Tanaka discloses a semiconductor device comprising: a first electrode 213 (figs. 25 and 

32); an insulating film 211 formed on said first electrode; a contact hole 223 (figs. 27 and 33) 
which is provided in said insulating film and has a depth so as to reach said first electrode; a gate 
wiring 221 crossing a plurality of source wirings 210 (as recited in claim 28) which is formed on 
said insulating film and connected with said first electrode through said contact hole; a second 
electrode 208 provided on said insulating film, wherein said gate wiring 221 and said second 
electrode 208 are provided on and are in physical contact with said same insulating film (page 
27, par. 192 of EP 1037093 also shows how gate wiring 22/23 and electrode 10 are formed on 
the same insulating layer 9 and how the wiring 22/23 are connected to gate electrodes 6a/7a 
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through contact holes 22c/22d), wherein the first electrode 213 is overlapped with the second 
electrode 208 within the recited range (figs. 27 and 33), wherein said gate wiring and said 
electrode are separated from each other. 

Re claim 14, Tanaka discloses a liquid crystal layer 203 (figs. 25 and 32) over said 
second electrode 208. 

Re claim 15, Tanaka discloses a pixel electrode 206 being formed on said insulating film 
211 and said second electrode 208 being in contact with said pixel electrode. 

Re claim 16, Tanaka discloses a second electrode 208 which is connected to drain region 
216; thus, the limitation "said second electrode is a pixel electrode" is met. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Re claim 17, Tanaka omits that electronic equipment selected from the group consisting 
of a video camera, a digital camera and other various electronic equipment. However, Examiner 
takes Official Notice that an electronic equipment comprising a display device wherein said 
electronic equipment selected from the group consisting of a video camera or a digital camera is 
conventional and well known. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have used any of the various electronic equipment since 
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Examiner takes Official Notice that due to their low power consumption, displays have become a 
necessary and indispensable structural element of an electronic equipment. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Tomita (USPN 6,275,061) discloses a semiconductor device comprising: a first 
electrode 61; an insulating film 62 formed on said first electrode; a contact hole 79 which is 
provided in said insulating film and has a depth so as to reach said first electrode; a gate wiring 
80 which is formed on said insulating film and connected with said first electrode through said 
contact hole; and a second electrode 50 provided on said insulating film. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to A. Sefer whose telephone number is (571) 272-1921. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sue Purvis can be reached on (571) 272-1236. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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